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Dr .  Dora  V i lk -Shap iro  

The Connection 

A CHAPTER OF THE AME RICAN BUSINESS WOMEN õS ASSOCIATION 

 

Olé, Olé, Olé, Olé, feeling 
hot, hot, hot!!!! Summer is 
here and while it's hot out-
side, we are hot, hot, hot at 
ABWA.  Come enjoy a reun-
ion with our invitation to 
past-presidents and past 
members of our ABWA or-
ganization as we celebrate 

our chapter's 24th year!   

Of course it's a great time to 
invite guests too.  Elaine 
Simmons is coming to visit 
our chapter 
a g a i n  b y 
p o pu l a r  r e -
q u e s t ,  t h i s 
time speaking 
on "Image for 
the Workplace...Professional 
I m a g e  w i t h  P e r s o n a l 
Style".  Summertime is the 
right time to check out your 
wardrobe and modify your 
style with Elaine's recipe for 
dressing for success and 
looking mighty fine no mat-

t e r  w h a t  t h e  o c c a -
sion!  Learn how you can 
improve your business op-
portunities by making the 
best first impression that you 
can make.  Come on and 

look hot!  

Last month we voted on our 
new slate of Officers for the 
2010-2011 year.  We always 
welcome new faces in our 
chapter's ABWA leadership, 
so share your interests with 
our new officers so they can 
help you find the right com-
mittee for your talents and 

strengths. 

Want to learn more about 
leadership or contribute to 
our chapter's yearly plan-
ning?  We are having a lead-
ership retreat on Saturday 
June 19, 2010 from 10:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at my 
home: 5229 Kensington 
Ci rcle Coral Springs,  FL 

33076.  Cost is $15 which 
includes a continental break-
fast, snacks, drinks and a 
yummy healthy lunch.   Last 
year's was a blast and this 
year proves to be even bet-
ter, so make sure you RSVP 
to Dr. Dora at 954-675-3500 
and leave message.  We 
want to make sure that we 
have enough goodies and 
handouts for a l l  at ten-

dees.  Dress casual. 

Not sure?  What is a Leader-
ship retreat, you say?  Net-
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2010 -2011 OFFICERS! 

(See PRESIDENT on Page 5) 

Congratulations to our newly elected 

Executive Officers for 2010-2011:  

  

President:  Paula Pirozzi  

President Elect:  Jo Burdette  

Vice President:  Randee Abramson 

Treasurer:  Barbara Weiss 

Secretary:  Sherri Miller  

Immediate Past-President:  Dr. Dora Vilk-

Shapiro 

  

To be installed at the August 5, 2010 

meeting.   

"A true leader has the confidence to stand 
alone, the courage to make tough decisions and 
the compassion to listen to the needs of others. 
They are much like eagles...They don't flock, you 
find them one at a time." 
     

   --Mac Anderson 

  

"A True ABWA Leader...is one who puts the best 

effort into challenges, meeting each with a spirit 

of success...who learns from experience, then 

uses it to help others...who treats people with 

respect and naturally receives it in return...who 

makes the organization better simply by being 

in it."   
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            11 years          Paula Pirozzi 

            6 years           Sue Hand 

            5 years          Michele Weston  

            2 years          Francine Frenchko 

            1 year            Joyce Hunter  

            1 year             Barbara Weiss 

Share your birthday celebra-
tion with your ABWA friends 
by bringing a raffle prize to 
the next chapter meeting.  If 
you missed your birthday 
month, bring one to the next 
meeting!  

REMEMBERé 
Our raffles help support our  
Chapterõs Scholarship and 

Education funds! 

JUNE 

birthdays  
A B WA   

j u ne  

a nn i v e r sa r i es  

Paula Pirozzi June 10 
Lois Margolin June 11 
Joyce Hunter June 14 
Carol Wechsler June 14 
Sheila Bykofsky June 15 
Jill Forgea June 21 
Barbara Weiss June 24 

Have you registered 

for WIN?  
1.  Click on Member Login at 

www.abwa.org . Enter your e-

mail address on your ABWA 

membership record. 

2. Enter the password youõve 

used to access ABWAõs Online 

Marketplace. Not working or 
donõt have a password?  
E-mail webmail@abwa.org to 
have it reset. 

3. Click on òEnter Now!ó on the 

members-only welcome page. 

If you havenõt paid your $15 
WIN Technology Fee yet, youõll 
be directed to do so . 

4. Welcome to WIN! Please post 

to the team board so that we 

know youõre here! 

JUNE MEETING SPONSOR  

Cynthia Nigro  

In-Home Parties ð Fundraisers ð Commercial Parties 

...to Diane Diamantis and Kathy Galla-

gher, Co-Editors of òThe Connectionó, our 

chapter newsletter.  The newsletter won 

one of the five 2010 Newsletter Awards 

given out at the District I Conference last 

weekend.  We will now compete at the 

National Womenõs Leadership Confer-

ence in October with the winners from 

the other five districts.  Thank you, Diane 

and Kathy - all of your hard work has paid 

off!   

https://www.abwa.org/login.cfm
http://www.abwa.org
mailto:webmail@abwa.org
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Coral Springs Charter Chapter  

Join us for our next chapter meeting! 

Thursday, June 3, 2010  
Featuring: 

"Image for the Workplaceé 

Professional Image with Personal Style"  
What image do people have of you? What does your first impression say to others around you? Today, more 
than ever, image in the workplace requires thoughtful consideration. This presentation will help you develop a 

professional image that reflects your personal style and standing. 

                            

    Presented by: 

 

Elaine Simmons  
     President 

     Exclusive Corporate Image, LLC 
 

 

 Networking begins at 6:15 pm  
Dinner and Program at 7:00 pm  

Cost:  
ABWA Members ï Meeting fee $32  

Register  online  (or mail check) by midnight, May 30, and pay only $27.00  

Guests ï Meeting fee $37  
Register  online  (or mail check) by midnight, May 30, and pay only $32.00 

Dinner Choices:  Chicken Macadamia, Stuffed Fillet of Flounder, Prime Rib of Beef (add $3.00)  

R.S.V.P. at our website: www.abwacoralsprings.org  
or   

Call 954-255-3456 

Cancellations received AFTER Sunday, May 30 th will be responsible for the meeting fee.  

 Location:  
The Carolina Club  

3011 Rock Island Road, Margate  

www.abwacoralsprings.org  

All bank fees related to returned checks will be charged back to the issuer.  

http://www.abwacoralsprings.org/


SAVE THE DATES!  

Next  Chapter Meeting  

Thursday, July 8, 2010  

òGirlõs Night Out!ó 

Location:  Glow Wellness Spa  

 (formerly LeBoe Day Spa) 

 9108 Wiles Road, Coral Springs 

Time:  6-9 p.m.  
Come and get pampered with Mini-Chair Mas-

sages, Mini-Hand Massages, Give-A-Ways and 

so much more!!  

Stay tuned for more details!  

Coral Springs Chamber Events  

As an ABWA member, you can attend events at 

the Coral Springs Chamber of Commerce  at 
member rates.  Remember, though, you are repre-

senting ABWA.  Events this month: 

June 8, 5:30pm ï 7:30pm  
ñAfter Hours Networkingò 
Leftyôs Tavern, 5771 Coral Ridge Drive 
Member Cost: $10 
 
June 15, 7:30am ï 9:00am  
ñWake Up Coral Springsò Breakfast 
Marriott Heron Bay, 11775 Heron Bay Blvd.  
Member Cost:  $15 with reservations 

Go to www.cschamber.com for more information! 
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ABWA members can attend chamber events at 
member rates, but remember, you are represent-

ing ABWA.  Here are the upcoming events:  

June 3, 7:30amñ9:00am            

òMorning Perks!  Monthly Networking Breakfastó 

Colony West Country Club, 6800 Pine Island Rd. 

Member cost:  $12 

 

June 14, 11:30am       

Women of Success Luncheon 

Colony West Country Club, 6800 Pine Island Rd.  

Member Cost: $15 

 

June 23, 4:00pm-7:00pm 

òRed Hot Summeró Business Showcase 

Colony West Country Club, 6800 Pine Island Rd.  

Cost: FREE! 

 

TAMARAC CHAMBER EVENTS 

My request for a backpack donation from Jansport has been elevated to a decision maker at a higher level in the company 

for consideration.  I have been told that I will have a response soon.   

Special Recognition: Dawn DeMarco-Book and Paula Pirozzi from òSparkle of Lifeó, continue to support Brookwood by sup-
plying custom birthday earrings for the girls. The girls love the jewelry designs, and feel really special when they receive a gift 

on their birthday.  Thank you Dawn, Paula, and Sparkle of Life! 

May:  Our May presentation was postponed and unfortunately could not be rescheduled until June.  Lisa McCoy (Sensaria 
Natural Bodycare) and I stopped in and visited the girls on May 17th.  We delivered òSparkle of Lifeó birthday earrings to 
Nicole, (May birthday girl) and she loved them!   They matched another gift that she had received.  The girls are looking for-

ward to our upcoming visits, because they really missed us this past month.   

A bulletin board (that was donated by an outside group) is being installed in the group meeting area at Brookwood for 
ABWA.  We will be posting our presentation calendar, pictures and any other news you wish to share with the girls.  If any-

one has pictures from past visits, or something special to share, please forward it to my attention.  

If you would like to volunteer to present your career topic or come for a visit, please contact Jill Forgea or Michele Weston 

Jill Forgea -954-605-5617, jill.forgea@nationalhealing.com              Michele Weston -954-303-6249, michele611@yahoo.com 

BROOKWOOD BOARD REPORT  

June 14th:  
òA Pampered Career ñ the Spa 
Experienceó 
Presented by: Lisa McCoy 
 
July 12th:  
òBaking for Successóð Sweet 
Deliveries 
Presented by: Nancy Wolfe 
 
Aug 9 th:   
Brookwood Open House Visit  
òMeet and Greet with the Girls 
and Directoró and 
Back to School 2010-11 

UPCOMING  

EVENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.cschamber.com/


PRESIDENTõS LETTER  

ñ from page 1 

Board and Commit tee reports  
The next board meeting will be on 

Tuesday, June 20, at a location TBD.  

Committee chairs are reminded to 

send their board reports to all board 

members by Friday, May 14th.  All 

members are encouraged to come 

and participate! 
 

HOSPITALITY 

Hospitality Report:  Juli Evans re-
ported that we had 32 in atten-
dance at the May 5th meeting (28 
members and 4 guests).  After a 
member survey and online vote, we 
will be moving our monthly meet-
ings to the Marriott Heron Bay be-
ginning with the August 5 th meet-
ing.  Lois Margolin and Nancy Wolfe 
are working with the hotel to select 
our menus for the coming year.  
 

MEMBERSHIP 

Our current membership count is 58 
(51 active local members and 7 at-
large members).  New members 
since last month are Lilli Ahmadpour 
and Nadine Berkowitz.  We dis-
cussed several ideas for rewarding 
members who have sponsored the 
most new members.  Jo Burdette, 
Membership Co-chair, continues to 
contact those members whose Na-
tional dues have expired or about to 
expire.   

PROGRAMS 

Our next speaker is Elaine Simmons, 
who will give a presentation on your 
professional image at our June 3rd 
meeting.  We are still looking for a 
venue for our July òGirls Night Outó 
networking event.  We are pursuing 
spas in the area that might want to 
host this event.  The new monthly 
breakfast meetings (2nd Friday of the 
month 8am to 9am at Paneraõs  at 
Wiles Road & 441) serves as an op-
portunity to follow up on the topic 
presented at the chapter meeting 
and discuss òlessons learnedó with 
other members.  All members are 

encouraged to attend.   

TRI-COUNTY COUNCIL 

The third quarterly meeting for 2010 

of the Tri-County Council is sched-

uled for Saturday, July 10, 2010.  

This will be a leadership seminar and 

all chapter officers/committee 

chairs (past, present and incoming) 

are encouraged to attend.  See 

meeting flyer elsewhere in this 

newsletter for details. 

 Also, plans are underway for the 

22nd Annual ABW Day Celebration 

on September 24-26, 2010 at the 

Ft. Lauderdale Marriott North, 6650 

N Andrews Avenue, Ft. Lauderdale.  

A limited number of vendor tables 

are available at $60 each.  Contact 

Nancy Wolfe at 954-841-4100 to 

reserve your space!    
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working, leadership training, food, 
fun and games, and prizes.  All 
members are welcome.  You do not 
have to be on the executive board 
or a committee chair to attend.   Got 
it?  Good! See you at my place.  Like 
ABWA....It's the place to be on June 

19th! 

Went to Naples in May?  Make sure 
you submit your expense report if 
you want to be reimbursed for your 
registration fee.  The Chattanooga, 
Tennessee conference is coming up 
in October so start attending our 
chapter meetings and  join a com-
mittee to  make sure you are eligi-
ble for chapter scholarship reim-

bursement. 

ABWA, another great year...ending 
in a super hot summer.  Red and 
hot...like the"WIN"ners that we 

are.  Olé! Olé! 

Keep smiling, 

Dr. Dora Vilk-Shapiro 

President 2009-2010 

BOARD REPORTñ5/18/10  

On May 18th chapter officers and commit-

tee chairs met at Carol Wechslerõs office, 

with President Dora Vilk-Shapiro presiding. 

In attendance were Randee Abramson, Jo 

Burdette, Kathy Gallagher, Lois Margolin, 

Sherri Miller, Dr. Dora Vilk-Shapiro, Carol 

Wechsler and Nancy Wolfe. The following 

is a summary of the key points of the meet-

ing: 

¶ The board approved the April 20 th 

Board meeting minutes.  The May 5th 

Chapter minutes were reviewed and a 

motion for recommending to chapter 

for approval was made and passed. 

The April 30, 2010 Final Treasurerõs 

report was submitted by Treasurer 

Randee Abramson.  The board ap-

proved to file the report for audit.    

The Interim Treasurerõs Report was 

also reviewed. Randee noted that only 

a few members have submitted their 

receipts for reimbursement of the $15 

WIN fee.  When a member renews her 

national dues, she should provide a 

copy of the receipt to Randee in order 

to receive reimbursement. 

¶ Kathy Gallagher presented the new 

committees and committee chairs for 

the 2010-2011 chapter year.  There 

are a few members who have not 

been contacted.  The list will be 

printed in the June newsletter with a 

request to add/update names as nec-

essary. 

¶ Education Report: Marisa Leibmann, 

Education Chair, reported that we are 

waiting for the check from National 

for the Outright Grant.  Recipient will 

be notified and the check will be pre-

sented at our August 5 th meeting.  

¶ Our Town:  Lois Margolin reported 

that the close out meeting of the Our 

Town Board will be on June 1 st, and 

checks representing our share of the 

Our Town America proceeds should 

be distributed at that time.   

¶ Newsletter:  We will soon be soliciting 

business card ads for the newsletter 

for next year (which starts with the 

August issue).  With input from Cheryl 

Scavron, our Ways & Means Chair, the 

board will determine the cost of the 

business card ad and whether the ads 

are limited to members only.  

 

Tri-County Councilôs  

22nd Annual  

ABW Day Celebration  
September 24-26, 2010 

at 
Fort Lauderdale Marriott North 

MORE INFO TO COME! 
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SAVE THE 

DATE! 

MEETINGS » MEETINGS » MEETINGS » MEETINGS » MEETINGS » 

òWe are òhot-hot -hotó at ABWA!ó 

ðDora Vilk-Shapiro, President 

 Coral Springs Charter Chapter 

Board Meetings:  

It's that time of year again when 

our Chapter transitions from one 

Board ñ 2009-2010 ñ to the next 

ñ 2010-2011, in preparation for 

the August meeting installation.  

If you served with Dr. Dora or will 

serve with Paula, you are respect-

fully invited to join us for the fol-

lowing Board Meetings: 

Tuesday, June 15, 2010, 6:15 p.m. 

   Location:  Wings Plus, Sample Rd. 

Tuesday, July 20, 2010,  6:15 p.m. 

   Location:  TBD 

These meetings will be called to 

order at 6:30 p.m.  All members, 

especially incoming and outgoing 

officers and committee chairs, 

should plan to attend.  

Leadership Retreat:  

Your presence is also desired at 

our Leadership Retreat: 

Saturday, June 19, 2010 

930 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  

$15 includes breakfast, lunch and 

snacks. 

Home of Dora Vi lk -Shapi ro: 

5 2 2 9  K e n s i n g t o n  C i r c l e ,    

Kensington Glen subdivision, 

Coral Springs. 

Bring your Protocol books and 

samples of your committeeõs work 

to share with your incoming re-

placements. 

Paula and I have full confidence in 

the ABWA members on our teams 

to commit to making this year's 

transition the smoothest, most 

efficient and successful one yet! 

Thank you in advance for your 

attendance.  See you at the Board 

meetings and at the Retreat! 

Dora Vilk-Shapiro and Paula Pirozzi 

ABWA Joint Board Meeting Schedules:   SAVE THESE DATES...WE NEED YOU!  
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MEETINGS » MEETINGS » MEETINGS » MEETINGS » MEETINGS »  

MEETINGS » MEETINGS » MEETINGS » MEETINGS » MEETINGS »  



Month l y  M ee t i ng  

MAY 5 ,  20 10  
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President Dora Vilk-Shapiro (right) pre-

sents certificate to speaker J.R. Steele. 

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM 
by President Dr. Dora Vilk-Shapiro. Vice 
President Nancy Wolfe led the audi-
ence in the Pledge of Allegiance and 

read the ABWA Mission Statement. 

President Dr. Dora Vilk-Shapiro wel-
comed everyone and guest introduc-

tions were made.  

Sponsor:  The sponsor for the evening 
was Mindy Schwartz with Schwartz 
Family Home Health Care. Her com-
pany offers 24/7 custodial care cover-
age.  Each care giver has at least 3 ref-
erences which are carefully checked.  
They work with patients with long 
term policies and can offer private duty 
care when a patient is in the hospital.  
They are covered under veteran bene-
fits including a spouse of a deceased 
veteran.  The company has been in 
Florida for 18 years and offers care 

from Kendall to West Palm Beach.  

Dinner and table conversation fol-

lowed. 

Speaker: Lynn Fedoriw, Program Co-
Chair introduced J.R. Steele, a professor 
with Barry University and Broward 
College.  She is a consultant with Anco 
and Amex, and has written a book 
titled, òIõd Rather Pull My Nails Out 
Than Deliver a Speech.ó  Her topic 
dealt with our anxiety with public 
speaking, whether we are in front of 5, 
50 or 500 people.  She spoke about 
strategies to help us overcome our 
fears and increase our confidence.  
Public speaking is directly related to 
leadership skills and will help increase 
sales and profitability.  Her presenta-
tion was relevant and very well re-

ceived.  

Chapter Business: 

¶ Minutes of the April 1 st, 2010 
chapter meeting were approved 
after a motion by Joyce Hunter 

and seconded by Nancy Wolfe. 

¶ New Member Installations: Jo 
Burdette and Annyse Gross will 
install Michelle Brown and Sheila 

Bykofsky at our June 3rd meeting. 

¶ Outright Grant Scholarship:  Ma-
risa Leibmann, our Education 
Chair, gave her report on our can-
didates for the Outright Grant.  
The candidate had to attend a 4-
year college and be a junior or 
above, and a Florida resident.  We 

had seven applicants and selected 
Danielle Shiveler, a student at the 
Art Institute of Fort Lauderdale 
Culinary School, for the scholar-
ship.  The motion, made by Ran-
dee Abramson and seconded by 
Jill Forgea, passed unanimously.  
The deadline for SBMEF is May 

15th. 

¶ Election of 2010-2011 Officers:  
Kathy Gallagher, Cheryl Scavron 
and Bonnie Metviner were our 
nominating committee.  Kathy 
presented the slate of nominees 
for 2010-2011:  President ð Paula 
P i rozzi ;  President-Elect  ð Jo 
Burdette; Vice President ð Randee 
Abramson; Treasurer ð Barbara 
Weiss; and Secretary ð Sherri 
Miller.  A vote was taken and the 
slate of officers passed unani-

mously. 

¶ District I Conference: The confer-
ence is in Naples on May 21st and 
22nd.  Everyone was encouraged 
to attend. The chapter will reim-
burse the registration fee.  We 
hope to have a large group of 

members attending. 

¶ Meeting Location Survey:  All 
members will be receiving a survey 
online or at the meeting, and were 

asked to complete the survey.   

Raffle Prizes were distributed. 

The next meeting will be Thursday, 
June 3rd, 2010 at the Carolina Club at 
6:15 PM and our speaker will be Elaine 
Simmons.  There will be no July meet-
ing; instead, there will be a Girls Night 

Out.   

Meeting was adjourned at 9:15PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Sherri Miller, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carol and Kathy meet new member 

Nadine Berkowitz. 

Mindy Schwartz explains her Family 

Home Care business.  

Dora and Cheryl ask, òRaffle tickets, 

anyone?ó   


